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Catholic Corner
Celebration: The Feast Of All Saints

By: Ms. Mourer

We celebrate the feast of All Saints throughout the month of November.  What is this feast?  It is a time for us to

reflect on the lives of our canonized saints, for example, Saint Joseph and Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton.  How did these

canonized saints live the will of God?  What extraordinary things did they do?  It is also a time for us to reflect upon the

lives of our loved ones who have passed from this world and are now enjoying their new lives in Heaven. They too are

saints.  Let us remember how they affected our lives and thank God for the love they showed us.  Believe it or not we are

the living saints in this world.  We are on this earth to help one another daily by doing acts of kindness throughout the

day.

Some ways to celebrate the feast of All Saints is sharing stories and reading stories about the canonized saints

daily. Some ways to celebrate our loved ones in Heaven, is to take out some old photos of them and share with one

another some stories about their lives on earth.  A way to celebrate us earthly saints is to show kindness, be helpful, and

loving to all those who surround us.

Enjoy the month of November and take time to celebrate all the saints.

Loss

By: Sophia Starks

Over my short life I have lost a lot of family members, like my Great grandpa Hartty, Great aunt Carlin, Seven

pets. My own Grandfather died seven years before I was even born, so I never got to meet him.

There are a lot of emotions when this happens, like sadness, anger, and a little bit of joy because they're gone

but in heaven. It’s very natural to feel this and it might feel like you will never be happy again. But you will be, though it

might take a long time.

Here's something my dad told me: we lose people a lot but we meet new one’s to fill the gap in our hearts. So as

you see, it’s a roller coaster of emotions but in the end the ones you love are in heaven and we meet new people to fill the

gap. With a little faith, it will be ok in the end.
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Science & Discovery

A Rover Named Perseverance Microchipping Pets

By: McKenna Crawford By: Jenna Fryberger

Mars is one of the inner planets of our solar

system, as some of you may know. Although  we do not

have any samples from Mars now, there is hope that

Perseverance will bring some to earth.

NASA launched a rover, or robot, into space to

collect samples such as soil and Martian rock on

February 18, 2021. Alex Mather of NASA named the

rover Perseverance. Perseverance is still up on Mars,

taking pictures of its surroundings and obtaining

samples.

The way Perseverance gets the samples is it

uses its drills to cut through Martian rocks and soil.

Then Perseverance will store sample cores in its tubes

on the Martian surface. This process is called “sample

catching". Perseverance should collect at least 30 tubes

of Martian rock and soil so scientists can analyze it. This

will be a great scientific discovery as we learn more

about outer space.

Microchipping pets is so you do not have to worry

about losing your pet as much as you normally would.

When you microchip your cat or dog it tracks them if

they get lost or stolen, making it easier to find them.

There are some places now where

people are wanting to make

microchipping required for all pets.

This is causing a controversy.

When you microchip your pet

there is a good side and a bad side.

The good side is your pet is being

tracked. If your dog gets out and goes

far away you can go to your local vet and find its

location. Also, the chip is tiny, just a little bigger than a

grain of rice. It doesn’t harm the pet.

Yet some owners do feel like their pet is being hurt.

They may not want their dog/cat to be traced all the

time.

While some communities are trying to make it

mandatory, others are thinking that it should be a pet

owners decision. What do you think?
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Evolving Birds

By: Andrew: Ellman

A recent discovery that had been overlooked

by lots of scientists and researchers, is that over a

recent period of time warm-blooded birds are evolving

and changing, or adapting to the warmer climate at a

faster rate than they had thought possible.. These birds

are getting larger beaks, legs, and ears to regulate their

body temperature.

Some birds affected are several species of

Australian parrots. They have shown on average a 4% -

10% increase in bill size since 1871. Another bird

affected is the North American dark eyed juncos, a type

of small songbird, that also had a big increase in bill

size.

The appendage size has only increased by 10%

so far, but is growing more over time. Researchers are

3D scanning Australian birds in museums from the past

100 years to see which ones are changing and why.

Birds are not just coping with this. They are

evolving , and researchers are not

sure of the consequences of this.

Failing to regulate your body

temperature could lead to death,

so that is what researchers are

most worried about.

They  started to get more curious if only birds

were getting affected by this but they discovered that

some species of wood mice and some species of

rabbits are also evolving to regulate their body

temperature.

Four Common Phobias

By: Avery Green

People fear many things in the world. Some of these

fears, or phobias, can create very bad anxiety and can

affect people’s behavior.

Arachnophobia - The most common phobia is

Arachnophobia, meaning a fear of spiders and

arachnids. Estimates put arachnophobia at affecting

roughly 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men. It's also the

oldest and most common in Western Culture. The word

Arachnophobia is from a Greek word Arachne, meaning

the word spiders.

Galeophobia - The word Galeophobia means fear of

sharks. The word Galoe comes from the Greek word

Galeos meaning small shark. People who suffer from

this are often frightened of swimming in the ocean.

Autophobia - The word Autophobia means phobia of

being alone. For the people who have it just even the

idea of being alone causes stress and severe anxiety.

The word auto is a Greek word meaning self.

Acrophobia - Acrophobia is the fear of heights. A person

walking up a ladder or climbing up stairs could have an

attack. Sometimes you can't even move and freeze up.
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Ingenious Portable Desalination Device Makes Seawater Drinkable

By: Robert Harrington & Jonovan Kristan

The portable water desalination device was originally a college class project and it won the James Dyson award. The

James Dyson award was start-up money. They got $38,167 and an additional $6,440 from the James Dyson award.

The water desalination system can hold up to 8-10.5 gallons of water.

The World Health Organization estimates that one in three people, world wide, do not have access to clean water.

The Water Pods are made from recycled materials. The creation of a network of WaterPods that could provide water

for the entire communities. It is designed so salt water is sucked up into the pod and minimizes salt. The Water Pods are

made from recycled materials.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Pop Culture & Reviews

Movie Review: Monster House

By: Emersyn Strefeler

Monster house is a kids halloween movie that

is 1h 31m long. It is a story about a grumpy old man

named Nebbercracker and his scary old house that he

never lets anybody into. The main character DJ lives

across the street from Nebbercracker. DJ and his best

friend Chowder are trying to figure out what

Nebbercracker is hiding and why he doesn't like to let

people on his property. While DJ and Chowder are

playing basketball outside their ball rolls onto

Nebbercrackers lawn and when DJ goes to retrieve it

the old man grabs the boy and starts yelling at him but

all of a sudden he just drops and he is taken away to

the hospital. The boys end up meeting a girl named

Jenny and they tell her about how Nebbercracker has

been tormenting children. DJ brings Chowder and Jenny

to his room and he shows them all the evidence of

Nebbercracker stealing kids bikes, yelling at children

and him stealing basketballs.

Once Nebbercracker returns home he notices

that the children have gone into his house and he ends

up telling the children that the reason why he yelled at

people to get away is because he was trying to protect

them from the evil house that is possessed with his

dead wife's spirit. In the end Nebbercracker and the kids

go on an adventure to try and defeat the house and

they end up winning. Nebbercracker shows his kindness

at the end by giving the neighborhood kids Halloween

candy. I would recommend this movie because it's

suspenseful and a bit creepy.

Tap Tap Fish

By Lailynne Tarnowski

Tap Tap fish is a relaxing game so you

can relax and play with fish in the aquarium and

relax with them. You can grow your aquarium

without having to do anything at all! Invite new

fish into your aquarium so everyone can relax

and have fun! There are a bunch of new animals

in the sea awaiting for you to find them including

Cats and dogs! As “Abyssrium” is an idle

aquarium tapping game it offers the following

features for your relaxation, pleasure, and

healing your soul!

Tap Tap fish is a game for all phones or

devices!  Tap Tap fish is a game where you can

explore the deepest of the ocean!
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Leonardo de Vinci

By: Gabriella Waclawski

Leonardo da Vinci was a Renaissance artist

known for painting the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper

which are two of the most

well-known paintings in the entire

world. But he wasn't just an artist;

he was also an engineer and was

known for inventing the “Flying

Machine”. The flying machine was

an invention that had wings,

standing vertically, using arms and

using legs.

Leonardo da Vinci was born on April 15, 1452.

He was born at a farmhouse outside of the village of

Anchiano in Tuscany, Italy. His mother was a peasant

and his father was a well-known attorney but they were

not married. When Leonardo was 5, he went to live with

his dad in Vinci, Italy.

In 1472-1475, Leonardo came out with his

first painting, The Annunciation. As time went on,

Leonardo made more and more paintings and became

famous. Leonardo created the most famous painting in

the world, the Mona Lisa and became the most famous

and well-known artist. Leonardo also wrote books such

as codex leicester, codex on the flight of birds, codex

urbinas, and codex atlanticus.

Leonardo da Vinci died at the age of 67 on

May 2nd, 1519 in Clos Lucé, Amboise in France.

Game Review: Six Days In Fallujah

By: Alex Hoth

Six Days in Fallujah is a new video game based

on a true story at the time of November 9th in 2004.

It's about a man who's battling in a war at Fallujah

during the Iraq War.

He is in Fallujah with 12 other marines plus

himself fighting against Iraq extremists. By November

13th he's down to 4 marines plus himself. And in the

video I watched all four Marines were alive and well.

Six Days In Fallujah is based off of the second

battle of Fallujah. The second Battle of Fallujah was from

November 7th 2004, all the way to December 23rd

2004.

The real battle was tragic, and many people

died. The game is controversial because it hurts a lot of

Iraq people to know that there is a game that is the

story of their real lives. This is why the game was

banned the first time.
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Picasso--GOAT of Painters?

By Sienna Alston

One of the most famous artists of all time is

Pablo Picasso and he is known for his abstract art

pieces such as ‘The Weeping Women ’ and many more.

His art pieces are worth millions of dollars.  His most

expensive painting was Nude, Green leaves and Bust,

which sold for 106.5 million dollars. His least expensive

painting is called Nature Morte and it sold at $118,000.

Now you're probably wondering where and

when such an amazing artist such as Picasso lived. He

was born in Malaga, Spain on October 25, 1881.His

parents were Jose Ruiz y Blasco and Maria Picasso y

Lopez. His first marriage was with Olga Khokhlova from

(1918-1955). His second wife was Jaqueline Roque

(1961-1973). His children are Palmona Picasso,Maya

Widmaier-Picasso, Paulo Picasso, Pierre Pablo Picasso.

One of Picasso’s most famous paintings is

called Guernica and it is about April 27, 1937 when

Hitler’s air force acted in support of Franco that bombed

the village of Guernica in northern Spain. This intense

painting represents the violence of that attack.
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Perspectives

Traveling For Sports?

By: Olivia Cole

As an avid sports player, always playing

multiple sports at once for NCCS, I have had to do a lot

of traveling.  While I enjoy the games, it is often a

burden on me and my family to make so many trips all

across Western New York.

NCCS is the only Catholic school in

Chautauqua County, which can be difficult because we

can only play other catholic schools. The closest ones

are in Buffalo, which is approximately 50 minutes away

and even farther for our students in Westfield and

Brocton. Of course we will make the drive, because us

as players are dedicated to our sports, but why should

we always be the ones driving out? And why should we

have to put ourselves in harms way, risking an accident

with all the driving we do.

I understand that most of the Catholic schools

we play are in Buffalo so it is logical for us, the

“outcasts”, to go up there, but how is that fair to us?

This volleyball season we played all our games at a

sports complex in West Seneca. All our games but

one--our very last game we played a catholic school in

Lancaster. At their home gym. If they argued for home

games, why shouldn't we? Even just one, so our

hometown family and friends could watch us.

If you put it into perspective, we have to leave

an hour and a half early because it takes about an hour

to get there and we have to be there a half an hour

early. So saying we have a game at 6:00, we’d have to

leave at 4:30 just to be there on time. Most kids don’t

even leave school until 3:00, which barely gives us

enough time for homework, to eat, and get ready. If you

have a big family like mine with lots of younger siblings,

you’d know that it's a process to get them ready and in

the car on time to leave too.

For volleyball we’d always play doubleheaders,

with games for example, at 6:00 and 7:00 we wouldn't

be getting back home until 9:30-10:00. For the younger

siblings that's a long hike. Many people would say “Why

didn’t you leave them home with your dad?” We couldn’t

because nobody could watch them because we left

before he could get out of work.

Another argument is that we still have to pay

public school taxes, so why can’t we play or scrimmage

other schools for sports in our immediate area? It

almost seems forbidden to talk about whenever the

topic is brought up. We could easily scrimmage Dunkirk

or Fredonia, or Silver Creek and Forestville, and it

doesn't even have to count as a league game.

We as players not only want to play as many

games and scrimmages as possible, but we also want

to make it easier on our families who support us and do

all the driving and running around. In conclusion, I think

when making

sports

schedules,

things should be

more fair to

everyone.
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Sports

US Open - Teenagers + Tennis

By: Maggie Mikula

The US Open  takes place every year. This

year it took place in Queens, New York at Billie Jean

King National Tennis Center.

Serena Williams is a well known

name in tennis who has won six

US Opens, she also has a sister

who also plays tennis named

Venus. Venus has won two US

Opens as well. Serena and Venus

both withdrew from the

tournament due to injuries on Serena's hamstring and

Venus’ leg. These two teens are looking to take their

spots.

At the beginning of the tournament Raducanu,

who is 18 and originally from Britain, was ranked 105th

and had to win at least three matches to even qualify

for the US Open. Not only did she win the three

matches that she needed, she won six matches in a row

against more experienced players than her which

helped her reach, and win, the

championship against Fernandez.

Fernandez, who is originally from Canada

and was 18 when the Open started, was

ranked 73rd and by the end of the

tournament she was 28th. She also did

great and won five battles in a row. As

you can see Raducanu did eventually win

against Fernandez and her ranking

changed from 105th to 22nd in less than two weeks.

Congrats both of you!

Baseball HOF

By: Julia Askar

The baseball hall of fame started November

16, 2020. The museum is located in Cooperstown, NY.

In the museum you can find jerseys, statues, Plaques,

and Biographies of the greatest baseball players ever. If

you ever took a trip to this city, I would recommend this

museum. One reason is that it's a fun thing to see. Two,

you might learn something new about baseball.

The players that were inducted into the hall of

fame this year are Derek Jeter and Larry Walker. The

museum has basically housed all the hall of fame

players since 1936, meaning this museum was created

at this time showing these players.

If you're ever wanting to enter this museum, It

costs 25.00 for an adult. If you're a veteran, it's 18.00,

and if you're a child it's 15.00. To me, a person who likes

the sport, it is still a bit too much money. But to

someone extremely fond of baseball, it might not be

much to them, and a worth it trip.
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Top 5 Power Rankings in the NFL

By: Jonovan Kristan

At number five I have the Browns because

they are good but not that good.I put them at 5th

because they have Nick Chubb and he is really good.

Also they have a good defense.

At number 4 we have the Cowboys. I put them

here because they are leading with pick-six and they

have the most Interceptions for the defense. And Dak

Prescott has been doing amazing. I think he has a

chance to be MVP

Quarterback of the

year. And also their

Wide Receivers are

really young and I

think that will help

them a bunch.

At number 3

we have the Bills.

They are here

because they just

beat the superbowl contenders and the defence was

outstanding these past weeks. Josh Allen has been

OUTSTANDING. Diggs has been getting double-teamed

but that is okay because Dauson Knox and Emmanuel

Sanders have been doing well. And maybe Josh Allen

has a chance to get MVP. And they have a chance of

being in the super bowl.

At number 2 we have the Rams. They are here

because they are really good. If they did not lose to the

Cardinals they would be in first. Matthew Stafford has

improved since he has better Wide Receivers. They

have

Cooper Kupp is great now that he has a better

Quarterback. I think the Rams are super bowl

contenders. With their stacked defense they Jalen

Ramsey in my opinion he is the best cornerback in the

league. Then they have Aaron Donald, he is one of the

best I would think not as good as Myles Garret.

At number 1 we have the Cardinals. I put them

here because they beat the rams and they have a really

good offense. They

have D-hop and Kyler

Murray. He is the

fastest Qb in the

league I would think.

And they have an

alright defence. They

also have Budda

Baker and he is really

good.

My 5 favorite teams

are the Rams at 5, Cardinals at 4, Minnesota at 3,

Cowboys at 2, and Bills at 1. My Dad likes the Giants,

my mom likes Bills, my Step Mom likes Bills, My brother

likes Colts, and my other brother likes Chiefs and my

friend likes the Bills. I play football for Fredonia And I

play fullback. And on defence I play Outside Linebacker.

We are 4-2 with two more games left. If we win both of

them we win the whole league.
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Top 5 Offensive Lineman in the NFL

By: Robert Harrington

An offensive lineman’s job is to block opposing

football players. They also have to be great in

passing-blocking situations. They are so overlooked that

many Bills fans do not know the starting Buffalo Bills

offensive linemen. There are some great and talented

o-linemen in the NFL

Number five on the list of best offensive

linemen is Ronnie Stanley. Ronnie plays for the Ravens

but had a season ending ankle injury in the 8th week of

the 2020 season. In the six games he did play he was

elite in passing-blocking situations. Before his injury he

was the highest-graded pass-blocking tackle, according

to PFF’s metrics. Ronnie is thought to make it into the

top three in 2021.

Number four on the list is Terron Armstead.

Terron has been one of the league’s better left tackles

for a while. He plays for the Saint’s and has played in

the NFL for eight years, and has a career PFF grade of

92.1, and is tied for sixth for all tackles that has played

at least a thousand snaps since 2013. For that same

stretch of time he’s allowed pressure just 4.1% of the

time.

Number three on the list is Ryan Ramczyk.

Ryan plays for the Saints. He earned second-team

All-Pro honors for another strong season in 2020.The

former first-round pick had a chance at his fifth-year

option to get picked earlier in the offseason and it is

hard to blame the Saints for it. He is arguably the best

run-blocking tackle in the NFL.

He came into the NFL in 2017 and he has PFF’s

highest-graded run-blocker and is the fourth highest

graded tackle overall. He is a

durable piece along the 0-line, never playing fewer than

95% of the offensive snaps during the regular season.

Number two on the list is Trent Williams.

Williams plays for the 49’ers. He had no problem going

back in the game after being sidelined the previous

year, he graded in as Pro Football Focuses top overall

offensive tackle with a 91.9 mark. He excelled in

run-blocking in Kyle Shanahan’s offence, having a grade

of 91.8.

Number one on the list is David Bakhtiari.

David plays for the Packers and is the best offensive

tackle in the league. He was the

only tackle in the NFL to turn in a

pass-blocking score of 90 or better.

Out of tackles with at least 400

snaps in 2020, he specifically

allowed just nine pressures which

was the lowest in the NFL. He is also strong in his

run-blocking as well.

In case you didn’t know, the Buffalo Bills

offensive line is Mitch Morse center, Ryan Bates

offensive tackle, Dion Dawkins offensive tackle, Tommy

Doyle offensive tackle, Spencer Brown offensive tackle,

Daryl Williams offensive tackle, Ike Boettger offensive

guard, Jon Feliciano offensive guard, Cody Ford offensive

guard. Hopefully Buffalo will make it to the top 5 one

day!
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Critter Corner

Manatees

By: McKenna Crawford

Manatees are large, majestic creatures that

live in the sea. In Florida, they live in shallow water

canals and saltwater bays.

The manatees have big barrel

shaped bodies with a small

head and have paddle shaped

flippers with a spade-like tail.

They weigh around 1,000 pounds and are 9-10 feet

long.

Sadly these majestic creatures are becoming

endangered. The reason why they're endangered is

because of us humans. In Florida, many people have

boats and ships that crowd the waters. Manatees often

bump into the propellers or rudders and die. There is

also the loss of habitat due to constant new

developments in the waterways. This leads to

destruction of the manatees home and the poisoning of

their food and the sea’s floor.

It may be surprising to you but these big

animals are herbivores. The manatees have molars to

chomp plants like turtle grass, manatee grass, acorns,

mangrove leaves, shoal grass etc. They also are able to

drink saltwater.

The manatees do have some predators like

sharks, crocodiles, killer whales, and alligators but they

usually aren’t in the same water so that is rare, but the

biggest predator to the manatees are humans.

All About Dolphins

By: Emma DuBois

Where do dolphins have their habitat? They inhabit

a lot of different places like harbors, bays, gulfs, and

estuaires as well as nearshore coastal waters, deeper

waters, and even as far offshore as possible. So they

can also live in very deep depths so they can get more

food. When sleeping, dolphins often rest motionless at

the surface of the water, breathing regularly or they may

swim very slowly and steadily, close to the surface.  In

shallow water, dolphins sometimes sleep on the seabed,

rising regularly to the surface to breathe.

Now we are going to talk about their diet. Their diet

is a wide variety of fish, squids, and crustaceans such

as shrimps. But the more we waste the more trash they

eat and all the animals they eat the trash too. So please

do not throw the trash in the ocean.

Dolphins are known for their high intelligence. They

are notoriously talented mimics and

quick learners; they demonstrate

self-awareness, problem-solving, and

empathy, innovation, teaching skills,

grief, joy and playfulness. Dolphins

demonstrate the ability to do all of

these things and most scientists

agree that dolphins are very

intelligent.
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The Buzz About Bees

By: Aria Green

Many people think bees are threats to humans,

and they kill them because they think they will sting you

rudely. Some people also kill bees because they have

allergies. Even though people think bees are threats, I

will show you how important they are.

Our natural environment’s survival depends on

pollination. If we didn’t have bees, there would not be

pollination, which

is necessary for

plants to grow.

Without plants,

people wouldn’t

have nutrition

necessary to

survive. We need

bees to make honey, fruits, veggies, nuts, seeds, wax.

They need to be pollinated by insects to survive.

If there were no bees, seeds would have lower

reproductive success. We also need bees for them to

keep our waterways clean, and also we need bee

venom, for medicine. One of the roles bees play is that

they support some of the growth of trees, flowers,

plants, etc. which serve as a shelter and food for

creatures big and small. Bees are important to our

survival because bees are critical to safeguarding the

global food supply for us.

Here are some  BEE-utiful facts!

Fact 1: Only female bees sting because male bees fling

their stinger off in the winter.

Fact 2: A bee ball happens when a queen doesn’t

produce eggs or it's a fake queen.

Fact 3: Bees have 5 eyes.

Fact 4: In one day, 2,000 eggs could be produced by

the queen.

Fact 5: When bees lose their stinger, they could die.

Fact 6: Bees fly about 20 mph.

Fact 7: Only female bees are worker bees

Fact 8: Male bees that are in the hive are called drones.

Fact 9: The type of flower the bee takes the nectar from

depends on the bee's flavor.

Sources:

https://supersimple.com/article/10-fun-facts-about-bees/

https://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov/Honeybees/Basics.htm

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/2002-bees-fun-facts
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Polar Bears Are In Trouble

By: Sophia Kinslow

Polar Bears live in the Arctic because it is their

natural habitat. There is ice and snow, and if there was

not, they would not survive.

How do Polar bears survive the cold water?

Their thick fur and tough skin help them survive the

cold water. Where they feast on fish.

They like the cold because even though it

seems cold to us, it is warm enough for them. Polar

Bears can blend in the snow. They can make houses out

of snow.

Why are Polar Bears in danger? They are in

danger because of global warming, which is melting

their natural habitat. If we humans can slow global

warming they won't be in such danger. Polar bears need

a home, just like we do.

White Tigers

By: Khloe Munson

White tigers are endangered animals that live

in places like India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan. All

those places are either tropical, near mangrove swamps

and moist jungles. White tigers mainly eat pig, cattle,

and deer.

White tigers are big animals, their average weight is

300 kilograms. Their fur looks almost like it's been

bleached but the white color comes from pigment in

their genes. Tigers as we know are endangered. White

tigers are rare in the tiger family. These animals are

failing to reproduce so there is a smaller population of

them.

These animals are beautiful to look at, but it’s

dangerous to be near them. Tigers are at the top of the

cat family. Tigers are bigger than lions and do

sometimes kill humans.
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The World Out There

Alcatraz, The Inescapable Prison?

By: Landon Trippi

Alcatraz was the prison of the worst and most

feared criminals in the country. Alcatraz was for the

prisoners that broke out of other prisons. Alcatraz could

hold up to 312 inmates. Alcatraz was open from 1934

to 1963. It closed because of structural damage.

It is now believed to be haunted. In it’s 29

years as a prison there were 14 escape attempts. But

none as famous as the escape in 1962 when three

criminals Clarence Anglin,

John William Anglin, and

Frank Lee Morris broke out. In

the morning of June 12, 1962

a guard went to wake the

criminals up but he found

dummies in their beds. This

breakout was planned for

months. Over six months they made a raft and life vests

out of pilfered raincoats. To seal the seams they

pressed the coats up against steap pipes. They made

rows and dummy heads to buy them time then they

started digging. They used sharp spoons to dig their

way out. When they finished digging they went on the

roof. Then jumped down near the wall that separates

Alcatraz from the ocean. They inflated their raincoat raft

and started paddling.

There were very strong currents in San

Francisco Bay. When the FBI went looking for them for

weeks and could not find them, only parts of the raft.

The FBI assumed they had drowned and said that on

their after action report. They were assumed dead for

53 years. But in 2015 a picture came out of two men

on a farm in

Brazil. The 2 men were later identified as the Anglin

brothers! The Anglin brothers

are the only men known to

have escaped from Alcatraz.

Since Alcatraz closed

there have been movies and

many books about the

escapes. Alcatraz is now

thought to be haunted by the

ghosts of the prisoner that stayed there. Alcatraz is now

a museum and one of the top tourist attractions in San

Francisco. Alcatraz is an American landmark and will

hopefully stand to tell it's tales for years to come.
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Disney’s 50th Anniversary

By: Maggie Mikula

Walt Disney World opened on October 1, 1971.

Walt Disney had a vision about how to turn 27,000

acres of swamp land into what we know as Walt Disney

World today. When Walt decided he wanted another

park he would buy different sections of

swamp land all in the same area at

different times, when he was doing this

he was not buying the land under his

real name. Walt ended up buying the

27,000 acres of land for a total of $5

million with each acre being priced at

$182. At the time that was cheap.

Nowadays in Florida the starting price

for one acre of land is $6,100. If Walt

bought that much nowadays it would

cost a whopping $164,700,000!

Walt Disney World was only built in a little over

two years so there weren't that many rides. Actually

there were only 23 rides and attractions on opening

day. Three of them were unique to that park but the

other 20 were copied off of rides at Disneyland.

After about three months five more attractions

were added including Peter Pan’s Flight. In January of

1975 the well awaited Space Mountain finally opened!

Space Mountain is still one of Disney’s top five

attractions.

Everyday about 250,000 people travel

to one of the four Disney parks (EPCOT,

Magic Kingdom, Hollywood Studios, and

Animal Kingdom) thanks to the 400+

buses, 12 monorail trains, and the water

taxis and boats owned by Disney. People

can also travel on the Disney Skyliner

from Disney’s Hollywood Studios to

EPCOT and to a variety of Disney Hotels.

Disney also has a shopping plaza called

Downtown Disney or Disney Springs. Disney Springs is

a great place to get Mickey ears and Disney apparel!
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The Amish People: Our Unusual Neighbors

By: Hannah Powell

Amish culture began in 1693 with a group in

Switzerland led by Jakob Ammann. If you have seen

Amish before you know they wear plain looking clothes.

The reason for that is they

believe that the clothes

encourage humility and

separation from the world.

The amish culture has a

religion that's is close to

chistianity. They believe God

has an exact way he wants

them to live their lives and

wants them to live it in a simple manner.

When it comes to appearance the Amish have strict

rules. For example men aren't allowed to shave their

beard, and women aren't allowed to get a haircut. The

Amish instead of buying their clothes make them

themselves. Some Amish communities prohibit the use

of buttons and zippers. They primarily wear dark colors.

The Amish believe that if they use electricity they

will rely on it too much, therefore they don't use it and

use candles, wells ,and horse and buggies instead.

The Amish like most other people don't just work at

home. They find other jobs such as working on non -

Amish farms and factory jobs. Their work ethic is

incredible and the quality of their work is great! They are

one of the hardest workers out there.

My Trip To Europe

By: Maxwell Kropp

I went to Europe in the summer of 2018. On this

trip, my entire family on my mom’s side went to Spain,

Italy, and France. We took a cruise boat along the

Eastern Mediterranean. We went to 6 ports in all

(Barcelona, Naples, Rome, Livorno, Palma Mallorca, and

back to Barcelona.)

In Barcelona the 1st time, we boarded our cruise

ship. On the 2nd day, we had a day at sea. On the 3rd

day, we went into port in Naples, Italy. We climbed

Mount Vesuvius, one of the most well known volcanoes

in the world. On the 4th day,

we stopped at Rome, Italy.

Rome contains the world’s

smallest country at just 110

square miles! We saw Saint

Peter’s Basilica. We also saw

the Sistine Chapel, where

people elect a new pope. The

Sistine Chapel is one of the

most beautiful chapels in the world.

On the 5th day, we went to Cannes, France.

We went to a monastery where monks used to live. We

also went to a monastery where monks currently live.

On the 6th day, we stopped in Livorno, Italy. This time in

port, we had free time. We walked around the port and

went to Fortezza Vecchia (The Old Fort) and Fortezza

Nuova (The New Fort). We got gelato, which is Italian ice

cream. On the 7th day, we went to Palma Mallorca, and

went to the beach with one of my cousins. On the last

day, we went back to Barcelona to fly home, but first, we

took a tour of Barcelona.
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Get Ready For Key West

By: Dylan Ott

Key West is the southernmost point in the

United States. They are known for

their beautiful beach, watersports,

lively nightlife, and last but not

least their historic sites. The Keys

were pronounced a state on March,

5th 1822 they are one of the most

popular vacation spots in the

United states. The keys are also one of the most

dangerous spots because of the bad storms they get

there. Key West is roughly 4-5 hours in a plane and

driving is 23 hours if you don't stop from New York.

From other places it might differ.

My Family and I are planning to go to the Keys

at the end of February for my Godmother's wedding.

What I would like to do when I'm there is go snorkeling

with the fish, swim with my friends, go deep sea fishing

for marlins, tuna, snappers and way more but that's just

a few.  I also want to hangout with family and friends.

I'm excited to go because I get to see my

friend that I grew up with and haven't seen in three

years. The thing I'm least excited about is the long flight

and the dangerous storms they have there. I just hope

one does not come while I'm there. This is the first time

I've ever been there so I'm really excited.

I’ve heard that Key West has beautiful beaches

and is great for late night walks to watch the sunset and

have a drink. Key west has a lot of rich old people that

retired. There are huge, expensive houses there. I'm so

excited to visit!

Erie Canal

By: Jacob Congdon

The Erie Canal is a 363 mile waterway that

connects the great lakes with the Atlantic Ocean via the

Hudson river in upstate New York. The river starts by

Albany,New York and it ends at Niagara River,New

York.It is 12-23ft deep 120 x 200 ft wide.The cost to

build the Erie CAnal was $7,143,789.People dug for

more than two years to finish it. It was opened on

October 29, 1825 by Governor Clinton.

The U.S. Congress recognized the Erie Canal's

significance to our nation by establishing the Erie

Canalway National Heritage Corridor in 2000. The

Corridor spans 524 miles across the full expanse of

upstate New York. It includes the Erie, Cayuga-Seneca,

Oswego, and Champlain Canals and their historic

alignments.

The Corridor encompasses 4,834 square

miles in 23 counties and is home to 3.2 million people.

On the Erie Canal there is a really low railroad bridge.

They made it like that so when trains come they have to

put what they are hauling onto a ship and pay the ship

to haul their load.There are some really cool and big

bridges on the waterway.
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The Adirondacks

By: Chelsey Tramuto

The Adirondack mountains are massive and

have beautiful views. These amazing mountains are

over 5 million years old!

The Adirondacks got its name from the Native

Mohawks and the Algonquins who used to live on the

land around the mountains. They named it Haderondah

which meant an “eater of tree bark”. They named it this

because during the famine, the two tribes ate tree bark.

Then, as the new settlers came, they pronounced

haderondah as Adirondack. The highest point in the

Adirondacks is Mount marcy which is 5,343 feet tall.

The year round temperatures average around 3 degrees

to 76 degrees. The temperatures are rarely below -18 or

above 84.

The Adirondacks have a vast selection of wildlife

such as moose, deer, bear, foxes, coyotes, beavers,

rabbits, raccoons, loons, eagles, owls, fishers and more.

There have even been multiple bigfoot sightings. There

are also  a lot of things to do there such as camping,

shopping, skiing, mountain climbing, hiking, etc. I have

been camping in the Adirondacks 7 times. I went to

Lake placid 3 times and I went to Old Forge 4. I go to

Old Forge once a year during the fall and it's so pretty

because of all the changing leaves on the trees.
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Up Close & Personal

Ms. Potter: A Teacher Who Cares About Kids

By: McKenzie Cook

Ms. Potter is our new middle school math

teacher here at NCCS. She was born and raised in

Fredonia, New York. She went to college at the age of

18 for math and then at the age

of 38 she realized she wanted

to be a math teacher.

She says she really loves being

at NCCS, though admitting that

7th graders drive her crazy. 8th

and 5th graders make her laugh

and 6th graders are very fun.

(Obviously I personally think 7th graders are the best

but it's Ms. Potter’s opinion not mine!)

She had two jobs before coming to NCCS. The

first one was as a microbiologist. She looked at

microscopes all day and contributed to research

projects like Gatorade. The second job she worked at

was lake shore savings, where she did mortgages and

loans.

She wanted to be a math teacher because she

really likes math. She wanted to do middle school

because she knows that for kids it's a hard transition

between elementary and high school, and she feels like

she can help them. She wants kids to like math and not

think it's hard. She also wants to have kids be

comfortable enough to come to her and talk to her

about anything. We should be grateful to have someone

here at NCCS who cares as much as Ms. Potter does.

Ms. Janie: Musical Prodigy

By: Sophia Burrows

As you probably know, Ms. Janie Sharon is our

music teacher. She grew up in Warren, Pennsylvania.

She went to college for her Bachelor's degree in acting

at Fredonia State University. Then later she got her

Masters degree in teaching from Saint John's University

in New York. At Saint John’s, she started in music

theater and then changed her major to teacher

education.

She moved to New York City right after she

graduated college with two friends. She loved NYC. “It

was crazy, it was like living in a whole new world.” She

had auditions almost every morning at five. Sometimes

she would stay at work as late as midnight. She also

quoted “The food was amazing.”

Ms. Janie said that her experience as a

graduate student at St. John's University made her

appreciate Catholic education.

That’s one of the reasons she

brings her kids here. She loves

how we all act like a family here,

and she said “ It's hard to say no

to Mr. Ludwig.'' She also loves her

students / staff and facility. She

thinks it's pretty amazing how we

all get together for one goal and

that is to make the best learning experience for the kids

and school.

When I had asked her if she would work here

next year her response was “Oh for sure.” Her goal is to

completely change the theatre and music here for the

better. I think that we can all agree that Ms. Janie is the

most professional music teacher we have had in a

while.
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Free Writers

Devil Cat

By: Sophia Starks

Hi I’m Louie and, according to my owner's

parents, I’m a devil cat. By that I mean they think that

just because I chew on electric cords, chew wooden

dressers, eat the house plants, eat my owners toys, try

to go see what’s outside, knock stuff of the table and

counters, constantly go where I shouldn't, scratch and

bite them, try to trip them, walk all over them, lick them,

and take their things and hide them that makes me a

devil cat.

I’m not really all that bad. For example I give

them gifts of mice and chipmunk, comfort them when

they're sad, give them a friend when they need it, and

keep intruders like mice and chipmunk out of the house.

Anyway I have to go now. My owner just got

back from school but I will talk to you later. Goodbye.

Haiku

By: Lailynne Tarnowski

The dog was tired

He had a giant dog bed

Then he fell asleep

At the pretty Beach

the waves were really strong

It was super fun

Spooky Haikus

By: Mikaela Sciarrino

Theory of ghost

They say ghost’s are real

They say they just float around

They say they are found.

Googling eyes

Eyes in the forest,

What a terrifying thought,

Can they Please be caught!

The Haunted graveyard

Ewww, graves everywhere,

It reeks of rotting corpses!

I want to go home!

The Sneaky Scare

Red eyes watching me,

Are they hiding behind a tree?

Boo! Now they are seen!
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Confession From Mia The Cat

By: Michelle Fuglewicz

It all started when my owner Michelle found

me as a homeless kitty. My life changed when I got a

home. I got awesome food, somewhere to sleep, and a

new friend named Space. I’m Mia and I like to do all

kinds of trouble. Space says no, but I say yes. But when

Michelle is home, I love her, play with her, and whether it

is long if we do it together.

But one time when Michelle was at school, I

was playing with Space and I broke Michelle’s favorite

cup. I had 4 hours and 2 minutes before Michelle got

back. So Space and I got to work. Space got the glue

and we put it together in 3 hours. After we finished,

Space and I put it on the table. I will never cause trouble

again!

Halloween Haikus

By: Cassidy Cataldo

It is halloween

The monsters roam in the night

The kids scream of fright

Tonight is bright

From homes with jack o'lanterns

Kids knock at their doors

Riding on a horse

This headless man leading us

Into the forest

Hiding in a bush

From a pale man with a cape

With sharp scary fangs

Super Owls

By: Delaney Cataldo

Sally is a snow owl and most of the owls in the

area were barn owls. She is always getting made fun of

because she is a “stupid” snow owl. So you might be

wondering why is being a snow owl so bad? Snow owls

are looked down on because in the history of owls there

was one particular snow owl, and lets just say that owl

was stupid, like really stupid! And Sally was related to

that one stupid-as-can-be owl.

That is the reason why everyone made fun of

Sally, and that is when she realized that she could never

give up because she wanted to prove history wrong.

Sally went to barkmart and bought all the bark

cloth she could find. Sally went home and was sewing

all night and she was finally done. She had made super

suits for all of the snow owls in the world. Sally called all

of the snow owls and asked them if they would like to

be “Super Owls”!

The first snow owl said “yesss!” Sally said

“Then you shall be called Lightning”. The second owl

answered and said “yesss!!”. Then sally said “you shall

be called Thunder”. Lightning said “then what should we

call you?” Sally responded by saying “you shall call me

Rain”. Thunder said “well that is kind of boring”. Sally

said “well then you shall call me Hale”. Lightning said

“ok that is much better”. Hale said “and we shall be

called the Super owls.
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The Lovely Frog & The Handsome Turtle Pt. III

By: Aria Green

As you might recall, Lovely Frog and Handsome

Turtle were last seen doing the macarena in the moonlight.

After their delightful dance, they walked home and

took a nap. In the morning, the Lovely Frog woke up

Handsome Turtle. They started to think about adopting two

kids. So, they went to the adoption center and looked at the

frogs and turtles.

Lovely Frog went to the candy shop next door to

grab sugar coated flies and lettuce. When she got back,

Handsome Turtle had already decided on two kids,  a baby

frog and baby turtle. Lovely Frog liked the idea so, they signed

the adoption papers. When they got home, the children

started crying so bad that Lovely Frog’s ears bled. So,

Handsome Turtle took the sugar coated lettuce and flies and

fed them to Handsome Frog and Lovely Turtle. After that, the

little Lovely Turtle fell asleep. But, Handsome Frog couldn’t

sleep. So, he went out the window and hopped into the forest

to play.

He went far into the forest and got lost, where he

saw a so-called ‘friendly’ wolf. When he hopped towards him,

the wolf jumped. The wolf was confused as to why such a

tasty little frog was here. So he asked, “What are you doing

here?” in a harsh-sounding voice. But the little frog didn’t

speak wolf-ese, and began to distrust the mean-looking

animal. So he hopped away, with the nasty wolf now hot on

his trail .

Always keeping just ahead of the drooling wolf, the

little handsome frog he managed to jump into the window of

his new home. But the wolf broke into the

house, and Handsome Turtle had to protect his family, so he

did kung-foo on the intruder. Thankfully, he managed to kill

that nasty dog.

So, the family of frogs and turtles celebrated on top

of the hill they always danced on, and had a picnic with tons

of fly and lettuce cakes and water for their drink. After they

ate, they walked home peacefully in the sunrise.

Boo!

By: Isabella Buckley

The spookiest night of the year

Time to make my big debut

But they won’t see when I appear

I am someone you can see right through.

I slowly soar through the air

Watching everyone collect treats

With crazy costumes that they wear

While they roam the streets.

I quietly creep up the sidewalk

So no one would have a clue

I hope they’re ready for a big shock

Because the next thing I’ll do is yell BOO!

The costumes that I saw tonight

Sort of looked like me

Wearing gowns that are colored white

Can you guess what I might be?
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Our Home Away from Home
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Please have a Safe and Happy Halloween!
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